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SUN media group brings together 

more super local news and information 

sources under one roof. We know your 

customers. And we know how to reach 

them. With exciting changes in print, 

online and on your mobile device, your 

number one source for local news and 

information is on the move. But our 

values remain close to home.

We’re your one comprehensive  

resource for all of your marketing  

needs — from traditional advertising  

to cutting-edge social media campaigns. 

From innovative promotions to  

ingenious web retargeting. Move your 

business forward by sharpening your 

focus, reducing marketing waste and  

making sure your marketing hits home. 
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THE WESTERLY SUN
Reach: 7,038 Southeastern CT  

and Southern RI Homes 

Published Daily and Sunday

MYSTIC RIVER PRESS 
Reach: 13,409 Southeastern  

Connecticut Homes 

Published Every Thursday

SOUTH COUNTY PRESS 
Reach: 14,320 Homes in  

Ashaway, Hope Valley, Wood  

River Junction, Wyoming,  

Hopkinton, Exeter, West  

Kingstown, Charlestown and  

South Kingstown 

Published Every Thursday

WESTERLY PAWCATUCK  
EXPRESS 
Reach: 12,638 Westerly, RI  

and Pawcatuck, CT Homes 

Published Every Thursday

  PRINT

• The Only Media Group  
that Reaches 100% of  
Homes and 118,000 Readers  
in Southeastern Connecticut 
and Southern Rhode Island.

• Highly Targeted Solutions  
to Reach Your Exact  
Customer Audience.

• One-on-One Guidance to 
Customize Plans for Your 
Unique Business Needs  
and Goals.
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LOCAL NEWS

North Stonington’s 

grand list declines 

by $17 million, 

affecting budget 

discussions. A3

COMMENTARY

Why are young 

college students 

in Rhode Island so 

uninformed about 

global issues? A4

NASCAR

The Daytona 
International 
Speedway 
renovation is ready 

for its official 
debut. C1

SHOOTING STAR

Stonington guard 

Bobby Atkins has 

emerged as one of 

the top scorers in 

the ECC. Sports, B1.

MYSTERY, INTRIGUE

Mystic Dark Room offers 

intimate performances 

that highlight the new 

venue. The Guide, D1.

MADE IN WESTERLY

Hauser Chocolatier owner Rudi Hauser Jr. explained his production processes to U.S. Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse and U.S. Rep. James 

Langevin during a tour of the factory Wednesday. The lawmakers later visited the Westerly Senior Center and met with the Westerly Sun 

editorial board. 

| Photos by Harold Hanka / The Westerly Sun

Senator weighs in on court fight

WESTERLY — U.S. Sen. Shel-

don Whitehouse is hopeful Pres-

ident Obama will stand up to 

Republican opponents by putting 

forward a confirmable nominee 

to fill the vacancy on the U.S. Su-

preme created by the death of Jus-

tice Antonin Scalia.

Whitehouse touched on the de-

bate over a succession plan for 

the vacancy Wednesday during a 

meeting with The Westerly Sun 

editorial board. Senate Republi-

can have vowed to block any nom-

inee selected by Obama, arguing 

a president in the final year of his 

presidency should refrain from 

such appointments.

“To knuckle under to the Repub-

lican theory that his presidency is 

de facto over and he’s not entitled 

to make appointments under the 

Constitution would be a big mis-

take,” Whitehouse said.

The court needs a justice who 

is familiar with politics and gov-

ernment, Whitehouse said, noting 

the current makeup of the court is 

the first time the court has not in-

cluded at least one member who 

previously held an elected office. 

One or two veteran politicians 

on the court might have led to a 

different outcome in the Citizens 

United v. Federal Election Com-

mission case, in which the court 

held, by a 5-4 vote, that compa-

nies, labor unions, and other asso-

ciations have a First Amendment 

right to make unrestricted finan-

cial contributions to political cam-

paigns, Whitehouse said.

Getting a nominee confirmed 

will not be easy, given what White-

house said is the powerful and 

profound antipathy that many Re-

publicans feel toward the presi-

dent. The selection by Obama of a 

moderate Republican such as Sen. 

Lindsey Graham of South Caro-

lina or former Massachusetts Gov. 

Deval Patrick, a Democrat, might 

gain sufficient support. Someone 

“who changes the story line” is 

needed, Whitehouse said. 

The two-term resident of New-

port also discussed his legislative 

efforts to address the prescription 

painkiller crisis that has unleashed 

a national scourge of addiction. He 

touched on efforts to respond to 

climate change and education ini-

tiatives as well.

Whitehouse noted that the ad-

diction problem struck close to 

home when six residents of rural 

Burrillville died from overdoses 

in a three-month period early last 

year. “When you lose six people 

in three months that hits a lot of 

people in town ... it can be a really 

stunning blow and it’s hitting peo-

ple that are not what the average 

person thinks of when they think 

of addiction,” Whitehouse said.

The Democrat, who is the rank-

ing member on the Senate Judi-

ciary subcommittee on crime and 

terrorism, is involved with three 

proposed bills aimed at aspects 

WESTERLY — The Town Coun-

cil voiced enthusiastic support 

Wednesday for Town Manager Der-

rik M. Kennedy’s plan to wire the 

town for super high speed Internet 

through a partnership with a private 

company. The council will now seek 

a meeting with the New Jersey com-

pany that responded to the town’s 

request for proposals to build the 

system.
Each councilor raised a few ques-

tions about the proposal and agreed 

to invite representatives of SIFI 

Networks, a London-based com-

pany with U.S. headquarters in New 

Jersey, to a future council meeting 

for an information session.

“Whether we go forward with 

this or not, this is the type of vision 

that I hoped we would see out of 

our town manager when we hired 

him in the fall, I’m very gratified and 

I’d like to thank Mr. Kennedy,” said 

Councilor Louis Sposato Jr.

The fiber-to-the-premise sys-

tem would provide high speed In-

ternet on a tiered system, ranging 

from basic service of 100 megabits 

per second for $25 per month to a 

high speed of 10 gigabits per second. 

According to Kennedy, the current 

average Internet speed in the town 

is 5 to 15 megabits per second. One 

thousand megabits equals 1 gigabit.

The system intended to attract 

clean manufacturing, and busi-

nesses in the biotech, health care, 

education, technology and financial 

services industries. It would also 

give existing businesses a compet-

itive edge and serve as a retention 

incentive, Kennedy said.

Council 
all in on 
Kennedy’s 
web plan

By DALE P. FAULKNER

Sun Staff Writer

By DALE P. FAULKNER

Sun Staff Writer

Whitehouse says 

Obama should pick 

someone with political 

experience. 

Members seek to move 

fast to get Internet 

project started.

U.S. Rep. James Langevin greets a group of seniors at the Westerly 

Senior Center. 

See Whitehouse / Page A6 

See Internet / Page A6 

Maynard not  

running for  

re-election

STONINGTON — After serving 

five terms, state Sen. Andrew May-

nard announced Wednesday he will 

not run for re-election in November. 

A few hours af-

ter the announce-

ment Wednesday 

afternoon, Heather 

Somers ,  former 

Groton town mayor, 

said she would seek 

the  Republ ican 

nomination for the 

18th District seat 

Maynard has held 

for 10 years.
“It has been an honor to serve in 

the Senate on behalf of my neigh-

bors and the people of the 18thDis-

trict,” Maynard said in a press 

release. “I want to thank everyone 

for their prayers and well wishes, 

and I am grateful to live in such a 

beautiful and supportive commu-

nity. I have made the decision to 

Somers, Foley’s running 

mate in ’14, to seek  

18th District seat.

By BROOKE CONSTANCE WHITE

Sun Staff Writer

Maynard

See Maynard / Page A5 

Pair resigns from borough dog park committee

STONINGTON — Two mem-

bers of the Sewer Treatment Plant 

Expansion Parcel Ad Hoc Com-

mittee have tendered their resig-

nations, saying they were placed 

on the committee “as stage props 

in a piece of political theater.”

Dorotea Abele and Angela 

Gora were put on the committee 

in place of Laura Ann Gabrysch 

and Frank Mastrapasqua, whose 

property is next to the unofficial 

dog park and who are suing the 

town of Stonington for allowing 

what they call an illegal dog park 

to continue. Some of the issues 

they cited in the lawsuit include 

dog waste not being picked up, 

off-leash dogs, loud dog fights and 

barking and harassment from dog 

park users and advocates.

In the joint letter of resigna-

tion, Abele detailed the reasons 

why she and Gora believed they 

were put on the committee to 

“place a veneer of credibility to 

a process that has been carefully 

orchestrated to reach only one 

conclusion.’”
During one meeting, Abele said 

they heard from Borough Zoning 

Enforcement Officer David At-

kinson that the dog park is a legal 

conforming or nonconforming use 

and doesn’t need approval or any 

kind of zoning review. The town 

planner said the “park is a park” 

Simmons vows to continue mission despite criticism of outgoing members.

By BROOKE CONSTANCE 

WHITE
Sun Staff Writer

See Committee / Page A6 
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Chariho to offer multiple choices on testing

WOOD RIVER JCT. — The Char-

iho School District has made several 

changes in the requirements for high 

school graduation. 

The revisions, which were ap-

proved by the School Committee on 

Jan. 19, will affect students who are 

now juniors and will make up the 

Class of 2017.

One of the most important 

changes pertains to standardized 

tests. Chariho Superintendent of 

Schools Barry Ricci said students 

would have more options in addition 

to the SAT and PARCC (Partnership 

for Assessment of Readiness for 

College and Careers) assessments.

“We reformatted it so kids have 

a variety of standardized measures 

that they can use to meet the re-

quirement,” he said. “Suppose you 

didn’t make it on the PARCC or the 

SAT or the Armed Services test, 

then we have a license to adminis-

ter the Compass here. We know who 

you are, because we monitor that, 

we then will administer the ACT 

Compass test, and if you can’t make 

it on the ACT Compass, we have 

your whole senior year to work with 

you and fill in any gaps.”

All students must take the PARCC 

test, but students who don’t score 

well can then choose to take the 

SAT, which will also fulfill the 

graduation requirement. Commu-

nity college-bound students might 

choose to take the Accuplacer ca-

reer readiness test and those who 

want to join the military would take 

the Armed Services Vocational Ap-

titude Battery. 

The point of providing additional 

standardized-assessment options 

is to give students additional ways 

to meet the graduation require-

ments. Students will be given mul-

tiple opportunities to pass the tests, 

but if a student still has not been 

able to meet the minimum score, 

even on the ACT Compass assess-

ment, he or she can apply for a 

waiver, which must approved by the 

superintendent. 

Changes in graduation 

requirements give 

students more options. 

By CYNTHIA DRUMMOND

Special to The Press

Bricks being 

sold for patio for 

Legion Post
CHARLESTOWN — Jamie 

Dzwil, a member of Charlestown 

Boy Scout Troop 15, is planning 

to build a brick patio in the front 

of the Downey-Weaver Post 34 

American Legion building for his 

Eagle Scout project. The patio 

will be a tribute to the veterans of 

the post. 
To raise money, Dzwil is 

selling engraved bricks for the 

patio. Funds raised will cover 

the expenses of the patio and 

landscaping around it. Any extra 

funds raised will be donated to 

the American Legion. Engraved 

bricks, personalized with names 

and dates, are $50, with an addi-

tional $6 more for clipart such as 

an American flag or service logo.

The memorial patio will be 

located in front of the building, 

a lasting tribute showing how 

much South County appreciates 

the veterans for their sacrifices 

and service. The plan is for the 

engraved bricks to be laid along-

side plain bricks in the much 

needed patio. “It’s a great chance 

for everyone to show their sup-

port for our vets,” says Dzwil.

Orders for the bricks can be 

placed at post34fundraiser.org. 

Order forms will also be available 

at the Downey-Weaver American 

Legion Order. 

In lieu of purchasing a brick, 

donations of any kind are wel-

come. Orders and donations will 

be accepted through the end of 

March. The construction of the 

patio will begin in early May and 

to have it ready in time for Me-

morial Day.

Teacher group 

scholarship  

for seniors
The Washington County Re-

tired Teachers’ Association will 

award a $1000 scholarship to a 

graduating senior from a high 

school in Washington County. 

The award winner must have 

been accepted for September 

admission to a post-secondary 

technical school approved by the 

Rhode Island State Department 

of Education or to an accredited 

community or junior college.

The scholarship award is based 

on both need and merit. The ap-

plication deadline is May 2 and 

applications are available at area 

school guidance offices or by 

emailing Kathleen Armor at kath-

leenarmor@gmail.com.

Dunkin’ accepting 

applications for 

$1,000 scholarships
Dunkin’ Donuts will award 

News Briefs

Pat Perry of Jamestown taught a Ukrainian egg making class this month to Chariho Career and Technical Center culinary students, from left, 

EJ Butler, Sam Warriner and James Singleton. Perry was demonstrating how to create the designs with hot wax.  

  

| Christine Corrigan / For The Press

It takes a steady hand to make Ukrainian pysanky

WOOD RIVER JCT.  — Drawing on an egg re-

quires patience and a steady hand, as Chariho 

Culinary Arts students learned during a Feb. 4 

pysanky, or Ukrainian egg, tutorial. 

Pysanky is an intricate Ukrainian method of 

decorating eggs using a wax-resist method sim-

ilar to batik and is done with a special stylus 

called a kistka. 

Teaching the technique was Pat Perry of 

Jamestown, who said the pysanky is a religious 

tradition that she learned from her grandmother. 

“My background is Russian Orthodox — it’s 

part of our traditions and it’s only for Easter, 

during Lent,” she said. “I’ve been doing this since 

I was a little girl and my grandmother taught me 

— she came here in 1914 as a teenager and met 

my grandfather here but they were both from the 

same village in Ukraine.” 

Rather than hiding the eggs for Easter, Russian 

Orthodox families take them to church, where 

they are blessed and often handed out as gifts.

“It’s tradition to keep these eggs or give them 

out as gifts, always done at Easter,” she said. “A lot 

of the designs are traditional patterns that mean 

something in the church — it’s a very old, old 

art.” 
From a basket of colorful pysanky, Perry chose 

a white, red and black egg with geometric designs 

and showed students how to replicate the design. 

Lighting a candle to melt the wax, Perry heated 

a kistka near the flame and began to draw wax 

lines on an egg. 

Chariho students get lesson in 

Russian Orthodox tradition.

By CATHERINE HEWITT

Special to The Press

Local foundation helps fill education funding gap

CHARLESTOWN — Founded 

by a retired chemist with a strong 

commitment to public education, 

the Community 2000 Foundation 

has grown from one man’s desire to 

give back to his community to six en-

dowments with combined assets of 

$2.2 million. 
Christopher Philips started the 

nonprofit group in 1999 to support 

Chariho and Westerly students by 

awarding scholarships and funding 

educational projects at the schools. 

“I went around and talked 

to three or four people and 

said ‘let’s start a scholarship 

endowment for Chariho,’ 

because at the time, there 

was a group in Charlestown 

that was talking about with-

drawing from the school 

district and there was the 

ever-present fight among 

the three towns about 

money,” he said. 

The foundation set about build-

ing its endowment while at the same 

time awarding scholarships. Fund-

raising is largely a combination of 

an annual mail campaign and a golf 

tournament. Last year, the tourna-

ment raised approximately $55,000. 

Most of the foundation’s money is 

managed by an outside independent 

professional.
“We have some very 

knowledgeable people on 

the board,” Philips said. “But 

the money is handled pro-

fessionally. So our money 

is split between Mal Makin 

of the Professional Plan-

ning Group. He’s in West-

erly. He handles most of our 

money. A small amount of 

our money is with the Rhode Island 

Foundation.”
A volunteer board and donated 

professional services have kept the 

foundation’s overhead low.

“We have a post office box, we 

have some insurance — we need to 

have directors’ insurance — we have 

Xeroxing costs, and we have the cost 

of running the golf tournament, and 

that’s basically all our expenses,” 

Philips said.
The foundation board, which 

meets twice a year, consists of 12 

members, and Philips wants to in-

crease it.
“It’s going to go to 15,” he said. “We 

want strong support from Charles-

town and Hopkinton and Richmond, 

and we’re probably going to add a 

Westerly person as well.”

Former state Rep. Larry Valen-

cia of Richmond is one of the board 

members. “Growing student college 

debt is a terrible burden,” he said. 

“Community 2000’s mission, provid-

ing scholarships to worthy Chariho 

graduates, is helping these students 

by reducing their future debt.” 

Professionally managed 

Community 2000 

supports 6 endowments. 

By CYNTHIA DRUMMOND

Special to The Press

See Briefs / Page A7 
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“It’s tradition to keep these eggs 

or give them out as gifts, always 

done at Easter. A lot of the 

designs are traditional patterns 

that mean something in the 

church — it’s a very old, old art..”
Pat Perry

See Choices / Page A2 

See Foundation / Page A4 
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SOUTHERN RHODE ISLAND’S

LARGEST FLOORING SHOWROOM 
ALL TYPES OF HARD SURFACES

Hardwood, Tile, Cork, Bamboo,

Luxury Vinyl Tile and Planks.

Take 20% off any Area rug 

with a Hard surface installation.

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

LARGEST FLOORING SHOWROOM 

(401) 783-8020

204 Main Street, Wakefield RI

Over 50 years in business
 rawlingsfloor.com  |
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DIGITAL

DIGITAL SERVICES
• Website Development 

• Search Engine Marketing

• Search Engine Optimization 

• E-Mail Marketing

• Reputation Management

• Social Media Creation and 
Management

• Promotions / Contests

• Targeted Display

• Retargeting

• Gift Card Stores

• Geo-Fencing

thewesterlysun.com
• 1.0 million average monthly 

page views

• 150,000+ users each month.

• Each user spends 2 min. per 
visit on thewesterlysun.com.

• 500,000+ page views from 
people on their mobile devices. 

• 500,000 page views from 
people on their desktop  
computers. 

MEET HOMEBASE DIGITAL

A full-service digital communications 

company with a super local focus. Create or polish off your online  

presence. Move to the top of internet searches. Target your exact  

customers and get your message in front of them wherever  

they are. Tap into the remarkable selling power of social media.  

Let HOMEBASE make digital marketing easier to understand.  

And take advantage of our digital services.



DIR EC T M A R K E T ING
It’s easy to integrate direct marketing into your multi-channel marketing  

programs. We start with understanding your targets and objectives, then  

develop the program to reach them from start to finish. SUN media group 

designs, develops target lists and fulfills the most intricate programs. We  

have what it takes to maximize your return on investment! 

SUN media group means world class marketing solutions for your local business.  
No one covers more customers in your area. And no one offers more ways to reach them.  

Call and speak to a sales representative today. And get your business moving!

Contact Advertising Sales Director John Layton at 401.348.1000, ext. 8265  |  jlayton@sun-mediagroup.com

       M O R E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O  G E T 
      YOUR BUSINESS MOVING

• Reach 100% of the homes in  
Southeastern Connecticut  
and Southern Rhode Island.

• Target by zipcode.

• Complete digital solutions.  
We’ll help your business  
get found — in print, online,  
social media...anywhere!

• Print custom sales materials  
like brochures, posters and  
business cards.
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